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2025 Regular Session     The Florida Senate  

 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

   

    ETHICS AND ELECTIONS 

 Senator Gaetz, Chair 

 Senator Bernard, Vice Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Tuesday, February 4, 2025 

TIME: 8:30—10:30 a.m. 
PLACE: Mallory Horne Committee Room, 37 Senate Building 

MEMBERS: Senator Gaetz, Chair; Senator Bernard, Vice Chair; Senators Avila, Bradley, Collins, Garcia, Grall, 
Polsky, and Rouson 

 

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
1 
 

 
Overview of the 2024 Election Cycle by the Florida Supervisors of Elections (FSE) and 
2025 Legislative Priorities: 
 
    The Honorable Travis Hart  
    FSE President      
    Supervisor of Elections, Lafayette County 
 
    The Honorable Alan Hays 
    FSE Legislative Co-Chair 
    Supervisor of Elections, Lake County 
 
    The Honorable Leah Valenti 
    FSE Legislative Co-Chair 
    Supervisor of Elections, Charlotte County 
 
    David Ramba 
    FSE Executive Director 
 
 

 
Discussed 
        
 

 
 
 

 
Other Related Meeting Documents 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

Florida Supervisors of Elections 

2025 Legislative Priorities 
 

The following changes are recommended by the FSE Legislative Committee and approved 
by the FSE Board and membership for the 2025 Legislative Session: 

 
 Require U.S. Citizens Recently Naturalized to Obtain or Update Driver’s License 

Information Within 30 Days of Naturalization. 
 Exempt from Public Records Personal Information of Election Workers as part 

of "Critical Infrastructure Assets.” 
 Allow a Voter to Elect to Maintain an Active Vote-by-Mail Request so that Such 

Request Remains Active and On File 
 Allow Additional Flexibility for Designating Early Voting Sites When the Main 

Office or Other Governmental Office are Not Practicable for Serving Voters. 
 Align Base Pay for All Constitutional Officers, including Supervisors of 

Elections, Clerks of the Circuit Courts, and Property Appraisers, with changes 
made to Tax Collectors and Superintendents of Schools in 2024 Legislative 
Session. 

 
  Other issues that FSE supports during the 2025 Legislative Session include: 
 

 Expand the protection against harassment and threats to cover election workers. 
 Keep segregated but eliminate the requirement for ballots cast during a poll- 

extension to be placed in Provisional envelopes. 
 Require Precinct-level Party elections to be conducted internally. 

 



2024 ELECTION CYCLE – 
BY THE NUMBERS

Travis Hart, Lafayette County Supervisor of Elections, President

Leah Valenti, Charlotte County Supervisor of Elections, Legislative 
Committee Co-Chair

Alan Hays, Lake County Supervisor of Elections, Legislative 
Committee Co-Chair

David E. Ramba, Florida Supervisor of Elections Executive Director 



FSE Leadership and Legislative Co-Chairs

Leah Valenti
Supervisor of Election
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Overall Voter Turnout of Lafayette, Charlotte, and Lake Counties
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Overall Voter Turnout for Charlotte County

35,019

23,475

39,642

2016

Vote-by-Mail Early Voting Election Day
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Vote-by-Mail Early Voting Election Day



Overall Voter Turnout in Lake County
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Overall Voter Turnout in Lafayette County
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Specific 
County Data 

(Charlotte, 
Lake, and 
Lafayette 

Counties) – 
Number of 

Full Time 
Employees
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Specific County Data (Lafayette, Charlotte, Lake) – Number of All 
Employees including Seasonal/Temp Used During the election
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Presidential Election YearsGubernatorial Election Years

Statewide Voter Turnout  - General Elections
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2014 to 2024 Voting Method Trends in Florida

2014 (G) 2016 (P) 2018 (G) 2020 (P) 2022 (G) 2024 (P )
VBM 1,877,820 2,732,075 2,623,798 4,855,677 2,773,948 3,029,152
EV 1,309,522 3,874,929 2,720,505 4,332,221 2,285,465 5,353,013
Election Day 2,840,332 2,973,485 2,961,626 1,956,957 2,737,503 2,622,044
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Active Registered Voters – 
Book Closing General Elections
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Voter Registration - New and Removed
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New: The number of new voters added to the registration rolls. ***This number does not include pre-
registrants who are persons who can apply to pre-register once they are 16 years of age or older.

Removed- Active: This number includes the number of active voters who were removed because:
•Voter was determined to be ineligible (e.g., adjudication of mental incapacity without voting rights restored, felony conviction

without voting rights restored, death, not a U.S. citizen, did not list a valid Florida residence, determined to be fictitious person)
•Voter moved out of state and either the voter or the out-of-state election official notifies the State or the Supervisor of 

Elections
•Voter asked in writing to be removed from the rolls

Removed –Inactive: An inactive voter is someone for whom undeliverable mail triggered an 
address confirmation final notice to which the voter did not respond within 30 days or which came 
back undeliverable. When that happens, the voter is designated as inactive.  

If after 2 federal general elections, the inactive voter fails to vote, change or update his or her voter 
registration record, or request a vote-by-mail ballot, the inactive voter is removed no later than the 
end of the calendar year. An inactive voter remains eligible to vote until he or she is removed from 
the official list of registered voters. 



Florida’s Population Growth Has 
Boomed over the Past Decade



Florida has Specific Requirements for Designating Early Voting Locations

• Must be a permanent facility of the supervisor for at least 1 year prior to the election. 
• Allowed to be at Certain Government-Owned Buildings.
• Also may have ONE “Wild Card” location that is geographically located so as to provide 

all voters in the county an equal opportunity to cast a ballot.
• Wild Card location must have parking availability practicable and must provide 

sufficient nonpermitted parking to accommodate the anticipated amount of voters.

Florida’s Incredible Population Growth Combined With Limited Government-Owned 
Buildings Require Additional Flexibility for Supervisors 

Additional Wild Card locations based on County’s Population Will 
Address this Concern



Require U.S. 
Citizens 
Recently 
Naturalized to 
Obtain or Update 
Driver’s License 
Information 
Within 30 Days 
of Naturalization

Currently, a person has to update and change their 
drivers license or identification card within 30 days 
when a change occurs to the person’s residence or 
legal name. The law is silent on a similar requirement 
for a person’s change in citizenship status. 

However, requiring a similar update when a new citizen 
changes their status is an easy way to safeguard voting 
standards and uphold the Florida Constitutional 
requirement to be a citizen to vote in Florida.

This provision will also allow local Supervisors to 
obtain data on these information points more 
efficiently and reliably which can be used for list 
maintenance purposes.



Exempt from Public Records the Personal Information of 
Election Workers as “Critical Infrastructure Assets”

The Patriot Act currently protects Personal 
Information of Election Workers on a 
Federal level by Classifying Such Workers 
as “Critical Infrastructure” 

Election Workers Have Critical Information about 
the Voting Systems and Procedures

Protecting Such Workers’ Personal Information 
from Public Access Will Maintain the Safety of Your 
Voting System and Workers



Florida’s Strong List 
Maintenance 
Procedures Have Given 
Verified Lists Over the 
Last Several Years

Yet, All Vote-by-Mail 
Requests Were Canceled 
On December 31, 2024

The Special Elections in 
Congressional Districts 1 
and 6 have highlighted this

Verified Voters 
Should be Able to 
Maintain a Vote-by-
Mail Request



Vote-by-Mail Requests for Congressional District 1: 
General Election 2024 vs. Special Election 2025

98,343

12,392

Vote-by-Mail Requests Received

CD 1 2024 General Election VBM Requests CD 1 2025 Special Election VBM Requests



Base Pay Modification for All Constitutional Officers, including 
Supervisors of Elections, Clerks of the Circuit Courts, and Property 
Appraisers

• Supervisors received a base salary increase within the last 10 years to align with 
Property Appraisers, Tax Collectors, and Clerks; until then, they remained at the lowest 
base salary for constitutional officers. 

• These base salaries have remained unchanged since 1988 – almost 4 decades

• Tax Collectors and Superintendents received a $5,000 base salary adjustment last year. 
Supervisors, Property Appraisers, and Clerks did not. 

• Constitutional officer workloads have increased in both volume and complexity, 
requiring a higher level of expertise and commitment to these unique roles. 



In Summary….
The following changes are recommended by the FSE Legislative Committee and 
approved by the FSE Board and membership for the 2025 Legislative Session:

• Require U.S. Citizens Recently Naturalized to Obtain or Update Driver’s 
License Information Within 30 Days of Naturalization.

• Exempt from Public Records Personal Information of Election Workers as 
part of "Critical Infrastructure Assets.”

• Allow a Voter to Elect to Maintain an Active Vote-by-Mail Request so that 
Such Request Remains Active and On File

• Allow Additional Flexibility for Designating Early Voting Sites When the 
Main Office or Other Governmental Office are Not Practicable for Serving 
Voters.

• Align Base Pay for All Constitutional Officers, including Supervisors of 
Elections, Clerks of the Circuit Courts, and Property Appraisers, with 
changes made to Tax Collectors and Superintendents of Schools in 2024 
Legislative Session.

2025 Legislative Priorities
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SENATOR BRYAN AVILA
39th District

THE FLORIDA SENATE
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1 100

Avila. bryan.web@fl senate. gov

COMMITTEES:
COMMITTEES:

Finance and Tax, Cha,r

Transportation, Vice Chair

Appropriations Committee on Transportation

Tourism, and Economic DeveloPment

Environmental and Natural Resources

Ethics and Elections

Fiscal Policy

Rules

February 4,2025

The Honorable Senator Don Gaetz

Committee on Ethics & Elections
The Florida Senate

400 Senate Building
404 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1 100

REF: EXCUSAL LETTER

Honorable Chair Gaetz,

Please excuse my absence from committee, on Tuesday, February 4,2025.

Thank you for your understanding and if you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

M
Bryan Avila
Senator
District 39

CC: Dawn Roberts, Staff Director
Terrance Riggins, Adm in istrative Comm ittee Assistant
Frank Fuller, Legislative Aide
Ronnie Whitaker, Staff Director

Ben Albritton
President of the Senate

n 309 senate Building,404 south Monroe street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100 (850) 487-5039

Jason Brodeur
President Pro Tempore



CourtSmart Tag Report 
 
Room: SB 37 Case No.:  Type:  
Caption: Senate Committee on Ethics and Elections Judge:  
 
Started: 2/4/2025 8:28:38 AM 
Ends: 2/4/2025 10:26:21 AM Length: 01:57:44 
 
8:28:36 AM Meeting called to order 
8:28:49 AM Roll call; Quorum present 
8:29:26 AM Tab 1, Overview of the 2024 Election Cycle and 2025 Legislative Priorities by the Florida Supervisors of 
Elections 
8:29:50 AM Chair Gaetz introduces panel of speakers 
8:30:33 AM Speaker Dave Ramba, FSE Executive Director 
8:32:37 AM Speaker Leah Valenti, Supervisor of Elections, Charlotte County (and FSE Legislative Co-Chair) 
8:34:06 AM Speaker Alan Hays, Supervisor of Elections, Lake County (and FSE Legislative Co-Chair) 
8:34:53 AM Speaker Travis Hart, Supervisor of Elections, Lafayette County (and FSE President) 
8:38:24 AM David Ramba 
8:45:06 AM Supervisor Valenti 
8:47:34 AM David Ramba 
8:47:56 AM Supervisor Hart 
8:51:57 AM David Ramba 
8:52:35 AM Supervisor Hart 
8:53:17 AM Supervisor Hays 
8:53:41 AM David Ramba 
8:56:46 AM Supervisor Hays 
8:57:14 AM Supervisor Valenti 
8:59:10 AM David Ramba 
8:59:51 AM Chair Gaetz recognizes committee members for any questions 
9:00:13 AM Senator Garcia 
9:00:22 AM David Ramba 
9:01:10 AM Senator Garcia 
9:01:20 AM David Ramba 
9:02:07 AM Senator Garcia 
9:02:16 AM David Ramba 
9:03:14 AM Supervisor Hays 
9:03:21 AM Senator Garcia 
9:03:27 AM Supervisor Hays 
9:03:41 AM Supervisor Valenti 
9:05:17 AM Senator Garcia 
9:05:44 AM David Ramba 
9:06:45 AM Senator Garcia 
9:06:57 AM Supervisor Valenti 
9:07:56 AM Chair Gaetz 
9:08:18 AM Senator Garcia 
9:08:29 AM Supervisor Valenti 
9:09:38 AM David Ramba 
9:09:44 AM Chair Gaetz 
9:10:27 AM Senator Polsky 
9:10:55 AM David Ramba 
9:12:03 AM Chair Gaetz 
9:13:04 AM Senator Polsky 
9:13:33 AM David Ramba 
9:17:39 AM Supervisor Hays 
9:18:06 AM Chair Gaetz 
9:18:54 AM Senator Polsky 
9:19:16 AM Supervisor Valenti 
9:21:06 AM Chair Gaetz 
9:21:56 AM Senator Garcia 
9:22:24 AM David Ramba 



9:24:49 AM Senator Rouson 
9:25:00 AM Chair Gaetz 
9:25:31 AM Senator Bernard 
9:26:06 AM David Ramba 
9:26:56 AM Senator Bernard 
9:27:05 AM David Ramba 
9:27:19 AM Senator Bernard 
9:27:31 AM David Ramba 
9:28:12 AM Senator Bernard 
9:28:21 AM Supervisor Hays 
9:29:59 AM Chair Gaetz 
9:30:55 AM Senator Bernard 
9:31:07 AM David Ramba 
9:33:05 AM Senator Bernard 
9:33:36 AM David Ramba 
9:33:58 AM Senator Bernard 
9:34:21 AM David Ramba 
9:35:43 AM Chair Gaetz 
9:36:44 AM Senator Bernard 
9:36:56 AM Supervisor Hays 
9:38:07 AM Senator Bernard 
9:38:17 AM Chair Gaetz 
9:38:31 AM Senator Grall 
9:39:24 AM Supervisor Hays 
9:40:31 AM Senator Grall 
9:40:54 AM Supervisor Hays 
9:42:11 AM Supervisor Hart 
9:44:07 AM Supervisor Hays 
9:45:00 AM David Ramba 
9:46:45 AM Senator Grall 
9:46:49 AM Senator Garcia 
9:48:45 AM David Ramba 
9:50:31 AM Chair Gaetz 
9:50:35 AM Senator Polsky 
9:51:37 AM David Ramba 
9:53:48 AM Chair Gaetz 
9:53:53 AM Senator Bernard 
9:54:03 AM Chair Gaetz 
9:54:56 AM David Ramba 
9:56:13 AM Chair Gaetz 
9:56:22 AM David Ramba 
9:56:35 AM Chair Gaetz 
9:57:03 AM David Ramba 
9:57:52 AM Chair Gaetz 
9:58:39 AM Supervisor Hays 
10:01:24 AM Chair Gaetz 
10:01:34 AM Supervisor Hays 
10:02:33 AM Supervisor Hart 
10:04:05 AM Supervisor Valenti 
10:05:09 AM Chair Gaetz 
10:05:18 AM Supervisor Valenti 
10:06:10 AM Supervisor Hays 
10:06:50 AM Chair Gaetz 
10:07:10 AM Supervisor Hays 
10:07:27 AM Chair Gaetz 
10:07:39 AM David Ramba 
10:09:35 AM Chair Gaetz 
10:10:29 AM Senator Bradley 
10:10:44 AM David Ramba 
10:10:50 AM Chair Gaetz 
10:11:54 AM Supervisor Hays 
10:12:20 AM Senator Rouson comments 



10:13:13 AM Senator Bradley comments 
10:13:24 AM Senator Avila excusal 
10:13:52 AM Chair Gaetz appearance forms 
10:14:11 AM Speaker Kathleen Griffith-Zhany 
10:17:42 AM Chair Gaetz 
10:18:17 AM Speaker Tom Warner 
10:19:02 AM Chair Gaetz 
10:19:29 AM Speaker Rick Carlins 
10:20:59 AM Chair Gaetz 
10:22:01 AM Speaker Diane Warner 
10:24:17 AM Chair Gaetz closing remarks 
10:25:56 AM Senator Bernard moves to adjourn 
10:26:07 AM Meeting adjourned 
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